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„,. Experiments on Dionrea Muscipula. 
,,f llio trap, M without tl)cm I believe that scarcely a fly of 
.my vigour or energy could bo caught; for even a weak and 
disabled one nearly escaped. 
j u ]y l .—Leaf open. An injured fly, which was conse-
quently slow in its movements, was placed on i t ; and even 
it was only partially caught and retained, which it would 
not in all likelihood have been if the bases of the spines 
had not been left, which firmly clasped the fly by the 
middle. 
III.—Remarks on Solutions of the Hydrate of Chloral as 
Preservative Fluids for Vegetable Tissues. By WILLIAM 
CBAIG, M.D., F.R.S.E. 
About eighteen months ago Dr Keen, Lecturer on 
Anatomy in the Philadelphia School of Medicine, published 
a pamphlet, in which he recommended a solution of the 
hydrate of chloral as an excellent preservative fluid for 
anatomical specimens. After reading his pamphlet, I put 
a wen, which I cut out of the bead of a patient on the 18th 
of August last, in an ounce of water, to which I added five 
grains of the hydrate of chloral; and I now show this 
wen in a state of perfect preservation. I also exhibit a 
tapeworm from a hare, which was put iDto a solution of 
the same strength in December last; and it too is well 
preserved. 
Being anxious to ascertain if vegetable tissues could be 
preserved in a solution of the hydrate of chloral, I made 
several preliminary experiments. 
The first experiments were performed with solutions of 
the strength of 1J grains of the hydrate of chloral to the 
ounce of water. 
1. Leaves and fruit of Solatium capsicaslrum were put 
into the solution in a common tumbler, and a piece of paper 
placed loosely over it to keep out the dust, but admitting 
tree a c c c s s o f a i r Q n t ] ) e s u r f a c e ft f u n g u s formed, but 
he specimen is in a good state of preservation, and even 
uic colour of the ripe fruit is preserved. This specimen 
was put Up o n the 21st of November last. 
*■ On the 2d of December I pnt into a glass jar petals 
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■i~0 Di WiUiun Ciaigs Remarks on 
of a white Camellia, the flower of a Fuchsia, and the leaves 
and fruit of Aidisia crcnululu. The vessel was covered 
with a piece of paper, but was not filled with the fluid. 
The leaves and fiuit oiArdisia crenulala aic well preserved 
so is the flowei of the Fuchsia, except that its colour is 
destroyed. The solution has penetrated into the cells of 
the petals of the whiteCaniellia.iendeiing them transparent, 
but the tissue is otherwise preserved. They are slightly 
tinged with the colouring mitter of the Ardisia fruit. 
The following experiments were performed with solutions 
containing 1 grain of the hydrate of chloral to the ounce of 
water:— 
1. Petals of a white Camellia. These remained for some 
weeks without apparent change, and afterwards the fluid 
gradually penetrated into the cells, rendering the petals 
transparent. They are, however, well preserved. 
2. Leaves and flower of Dcsfontainea spinosa. This 
specimen is still beautiful. The leaves are green, and 
the flower yellow, having changed from oiange ; and the 
tissue is well preserved. 
3. A yellow Chrysanthemum in full flower. This speci-
men is in an excellent state of preservation. 
4. Fruit and flower of Fuchsia, flower of Chinese Prim-
rose, and the frond of a Fern. In all of these the tissues 
are well preserved; the colour, howrever, has disappeared 
from the flowers of the Fuchsia and Chinese Primrose. 
With the exception of the Solatium capsicastrum, the 
specimens were all put up on the 2d of December last, more 
than six months ago. 
These experiments, although performed in a very crude 
manner, are sufficient to show that the subject is worthy of 
further investigation, and I hope on some other occasion to 
be able to biing before the Society the results of future 
experiments. Meanwhile we may safely infer from these 
experiments that many flowers and leaves may easily be 
preserved in a weak solution of the hydrate of chloral for 
some weeks, or even months, without losing either their 
form or their colour, and consequently could be sent even 
from a distant country in such a state that they could easily 
be figured by an artist or exunined and dc&cribed by a 
botanist. 
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•bfe/iMt rnfli* Iff*** «y CtkrmL J71 
f «m tot withoat hope (lust « w lutioii of the hydrate of 
" r«I stay even be found usoful fur preserving microscopic, 
fpeciascm. Tin) solution i« perfectly coh nrlcss, very cheap, 
ami very fluid. 
IT. jfotes c/«rj» Bxcnrsio* to Count-mom t« September 
1S74. By Professor BALTOCB-
OB Friday, August 28, we left Belfast, win re we had been 
staying ra order to attend the meeting of the British 
Association, and going across Irelaud by Mullingar and 
Athlon© we reached Galway at 7.30 r.x. We had room* 
in Blacks Hotel, which is in the principal square of the 
town, and on the morning of Saturday 29th, we had an 
excellent view of the weekly market fri.ua our windows. 
We were amused at the dresses of the people, and at their 
gesticulations while buying inJ selling. The women were 
in general attired in coarse Inuic-spun crimson petticoats, 
and large blue cloth cloaks with capos and hoods in which 
they envelop their beads. The mm wore thick woollen 
stockings, corduroy knee-breeches, coloured or embroidered 
waistcoats, and black or green swallow-tail coats, the 
whole surmounted by a tall bat, so tall and narrow as to 
merit in a great degree the American title of "stove-pipe." 
During the forenoon, accompanied by Professor Clcland and 
Professor Dickson of Glasgow, we inspected the town of 
Galway, the streets of which are narrow and dirty, but 
contain some very curious old houses. The river Corrib 
flows through the town. On crossing one of the bridges 
some objects in the bottom of the river were pointed out to 
o*. We took them to be weeds, and were speculating on 
their nature, when, to our astonishment, we were told they 
were salmon lyiug in groups waiting for tho opening of the 
leap. 
On the road to Queen's College we passed an old wall, oo 
which we got plenty of Ceterach officinarum and AspteniuM 
Puta-muraria. Both of these ferns, as well as AspUnium 
Trlekomnna, are very abundant in the district. 
Aftur visiting the College and grounds, Prof<.t.sors Clcland, 
Dicksou, and I walked round by the sea-coast and picked 
•P aome good plants, the principal being Gent tana vermm 
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